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Re-building is usually a gradual, slow process.

 

Nehemiah a man we read about in the Old Testament experienced

this first-hand. Together with his fellow Israelites, still living in exile

in Babylonia, news reached Nehemiah that his beloved city,

Jerusalem, still lay in ruins, and its walls and gates were in

desperate need of rebuilding. 

 

It was Nehemiah, inspired and equipped by the Lord God, who

organised the rebuilding work. He didn't do this single-handedly,

but many families and individuals all took an active part, including

women. (We think we live in such a modern, forward-thinking

world). Neither did Nehemiah spring into action immediately, but

after a considerable amount of prayer and listening to God.
 

The current pandemic has brought so much change and

uncertainty to our world and getting back to ‘normal’ isn’t

something we can rush, nor can we be sure that all things will go

back exactly as they were. However, in safe, small steps, we are

being encouraged to re-construct our lives and communities,

including our places of worship.  This is going to be a steady

process and it is vital that we follow government and Church of

England guidelines.

 

This week we opened our church doors for private prayer. This

didn’t happen overnight but after some careful discussion, prayer,

planning and risk assessing, which will continue to be necessary in

the days ahead. As we now begin to move towards holding public

worship once again, some of you may be asking:

 

Why go to church to pray when I can pray on my own at home?
 

This is a reasonable point and for those of us who need to continue

to shield our self or members of our household, it may be necessary

to continue to stay at home for the time being. For those of us who

are going out to do the shopping, etc. we might want to consider

returning to church for prayer for because...

 

Seven Days Without Prayer Makes One Weak



 Some of us will find it hard to pray on our own at home,

especially if we are not so good at avoiding distractions and

interruptions. (And who does find this easy?!)

 There’s something very powerful about being a part of the

gathered people of God when we pray and this can encourage

us to unite our hearts and wills to the Lord God's.

1.

2.

 

The current pandemic has been a good opportunity for many of us

to consider our priorities, what is essential in our daily living and

what we can live without. It may also have taught us something of

the fragility of life and our planet. Maybe the pandemic has

enabled us to recognise some of the cracks in our self-confidence?

Is it therefore time to strengthen our confidence in God,
rather than seeking to increase our self-confidence?
 

Without faith and confidence in God we are vulnerable to every

kind of threat, attack and pressure that exists in our world. It’s
time to rebuild the walls of our faith individually and corporately,
as the family of God.
 

When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem he was surrounded by

rubble. Before he took up a trowel or brick he did the best thing

he could – he prayed. It’s the power of prayer that keeps our focus

in the right place (upon God first) and it’s the power of prayer that

gives us the resources we need to do His will.

 

God is already doing a work of rebuilding and strengthening His

people, He is still in the business of bringing groups of people

together who have their eyes and hearts fixed on Him. He will

build his church and nothing shall prevail against it. 

Will you be a part of the greatest building project of all time;
building God’s kingdom?  
Prayer is where it all starts.



There are lots of ways to keep connected. If you want to join in

with any of the following contact Rachel or Jordan for more

information: 

 

Monday 8pm - Night Prayer (Recorded on website) 

Tuesday 11:30am - Coffee & Chat (30 mins on Zoom)

Wednesday 9am - Morning Prayer (30 mins on Zoom) Saturday
2pm - Guided meditation (20-30 mins on Facebook Live) and

available on the website.

Sunday morning worship (website/Facebook)

 

 Daily Hope free phone line of hymns, readings, prayers, etc.

0800 8048044. Plus a range of other resources available on our

Facebook page and Website. 

 

TNG are also meeting again via Zoom on Tuesday evenings.

 

Reminder of Ways to Get Involved

We are opening St Peter's on Thursday the 25th

of June from 11:30am to midday for private

prayer. The church will also be open on Sunday

between 6-7pm. The church building will be

open a come and go basis - so feel free to come

along for all or just part of the opening times,

and please let Liz Bateman know. 

Happy Birthday Daisy!
Congratulations to Daisy who celebrates her 90th birthday this

week! We send her our love and best wishes from her church

family

 



Prayer for the Week
Faithful Creator , whose mercy never fails :

deepen our faithfulness to you and to your

living Word , Jesus Christ our Lord . 

Amen.
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Memory Verse
 Do not give up meeting

together...but encourage one
another -- and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.

- Hebrews 10:25
 

 

Joan's Joke!
 What 's the difference between a 

guitar and a fish?

 

. . .you can't tuna fish!


