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I thought I might do something a bit different this week.

Rather than focus on a specific theme or passage, I've picked

a figure from the Bible for us to think about - Elisha.

We hear about the life and works of Elijah quite often - how

he defeated the prophets of Baal atop Mount Carmel  (1 Kings

18), how God took him up into Heaven (2 Kings 2), and how

alongside Moses he appeared during Jesus' Transfiguration

(Matt 17; Mark 9; Luke 9). However it seems we rarely consider

Elijah's disciple and successor, Elisha.

I want to talk about Elisha this week, because while reading

of his miracles in the books of Kings - I have once again found

myself enthralled. More importantly than that - his character,

words and deeds have pointed me towards Jesus in a special

way these past few days.

Although he is referenced in the New Testament (in the

words of Jesus no less - Luke 4:27) Elisha's story is found in the

Old Testament, in 1 and 2 Kings. He lived approximately 800

years before Jesus' earthly ministry during the age of the

Divided Kingdom, when many kings - good and bad (mainly

bad) - squabbled over the thrones of Israel and Judah.

Elisha, a man of holiness and devotion to the God of Israel,

was a solitary voice in a brutal and confused era.

Elisha the Prophet

- Old Testament Profile - 



Parting the waters of the River Jordan (2 Kings 2:14)

Purification of water source in Jericho (2 Kings 2:18-22)

Resurrection of the Shunammite woman's child (2 Kings 4)

Multiplication of loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44)

The healing of Naaman's leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-19)

When his mentor, the prophet Elijah was taken up into Heaven

- Elisha  asked him for one thing: that he might inherit a double

portion of his spirit. This seems like quite an odd thing to

request, but what's important is that Elisha didn't request

wealth or worldly power - he wished only to live in the Spirit of

the Lord as Elijah had.

God clearly equipped Elisha with his Spirit, because he

performed twice as many miracles as his predecessor. I would

greatly encourage you to read and reflect upon the works of

Elisha at some point yourselves, but here are some miracles

that particularly stood out to me this week - see if you can work

out why:

Any ideas? Many of the wonders that Elisha performed bear

great resemblance to the miracles of Jesus. Of course it was

Moses who parted the waters of the Red Sea, but Jesus

repeatedly evidenced his even greater authority over the wind

and the waters during his earthly ministry (Matt 14:22-33 for

example). Elisha's purification of the water source in Jericho

brought to mind Jesus' transformation of water into wine at the

wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12). Also, like Elisha, Jesus raised

children from the dead (Luke 7:11-17), cleansed the skin of lepers

(Mark 8:1-4) - and of course, fed multitudes of people with just a

few loaves of bread (Matt 14: 13-21).

I think this is really interesting! It's not so much that 'Jesus

followed in the footsteps of Elisha' - for of course Jesus, the Son

of God is far greater than Elisha or any other - rather it's quite

the opposite... Elisha, like Elijah and all the prophets - prepared

the ground on which the Messiah, our Lord Jesus would one day

walk. Elisha was a way-maker for Christ, a witness to the Good

News in his character, words and actions long before the

incarnation.



This is why I love the Old Testament - this is why I think it is so

important!

In the Hebrew scriptures, we see just how long the People of

Israel waited for a saviour - how God called people like

Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah and Elisha - Isaiah, Jeremiah -

Esther and Daniel (the list goes on!)... to prepare for the

coming of the Messiah.

When we read the story of the Nativity through this lens,

through an understanding of the bigger story - the magnitude

of the incarnation is revealed to us afresh. How awesome is

our God, who has finally fulfilled His promise - who has met

with us in His son, and restored us at last!

So do read about Elisha in Kings, and together let's learn from

him and those like him who faithfully prepared the way for

Jesus, that we too - filled with the Spirit of God - might

witness to His Good News ourselves today, and to His coming

again.

- Rev Jordan Allen

What passages in the Bible have spoken to you lately?
How has scripture excited and inspired you in this
season? We'd love to hear, so do email Jordan at

revjord@hotmail.com or text on 07446219211.



St Peter's will continue to open for private prayer on

Thursdays 11:30am - 12pm and Sundays 6-7pm.

We are so pleased that people have found these prayers slots

helpful, as we prepare to meet again for public worship in August.

Please let Liz Bateman know if you will be attending.

Face Coverings
Given the new government guidelines on wearing these

in shops , etc . we do have some washable face coverings

available if you need one . These will be available when

the church is open for private prayer .

Foodbank
The food-bank continues to provide for local people who

are struggling to put food on the table . If you would like

to donate items , please leave them in the blue box by

the rectory door . 

How has lockdown been for you?

What new ways/routines/habits have helped in

lockdown that you want to KEEP?

What new ways/routines/habits gained do you NOT

want to continue after lockdown?

What have you missed in lockdown that you want to

go back to? 

What did you do before lockdown that you don 't miss

or want to go back to?

We would love to hear from you with your reflections to

the following questions that featured in edition #10 of

the Rock . Please get in touch with Jordan or Rachel to

tell us .

  



Memory Verse
'For no matter how many promises God

has made , they are "Yes" in Christ '

- 2 Corinthians 1 :20

Prayer for the Week
Almighty God , send down upon your

Church the riches of your Spirit , and

kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace ; through

Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.
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Joan's Joke!
What is it called when a cat wins a dog

show? .. . a cat-has-trophy!


