
The Rock
ST  PETER 'S  PARISH  CHURCH ,  RUSHDEN

MAY  27TH  2020  |  ISSUE#9

BELONG  -  BELIEVE  -  GROW  -  REACH  OUT



In the Wilderness with God
Times of wilderness are inevitable in our lives, whether in
seasons of change, challenge or uncertainty.
 
God is no stranger to the wilderness. He journeyed with His

people for forty years to the Promised Land, and indeed
with many prophets, kings, shepherds and slaves
throughout the ages. Of course, Jesus himself spent forty
days resisting temptation in the Judean Desert. The
emotional, spiritual and physical desert is a recurring
theme throughout the whole Bible, and it can provide us
with key insight into how God is at work today in times of
wilderness. Times in which many of us may find ourselves
at the moment.
 
It is in the wilderness, away from distractions and luxuries
of every day life that God reminds His people what is most

important. In the quiet and the stillness, God calls us to
simply know that He is God. Sometimes stillness can be
sought out of choice - but in these times it can feel as
though it has been thrust upon us. However there is a
certain knowledge of God that can only be found in
stillness. Trust comes easy when everything is smooth

sailing and there seems a clear way ahead. But to the
people in exile in Isaiah, whose whole lives had been
turned upside down with no way of going back, the Lord
speaks tenderly but firmly to them, saying:



'In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and
in trust shall be your strength'. (Isaiah 30:15)
 
Isaiah also tells us of the waiting of God, alongside His

people in exile, waiting for their return to Him so that they
would know His mercy and His justice. In times of wilderness,
where we may feel as though our freedom and ability to
choose has been limited, we can choose how we walk

through the desert. May we, like the bride spoken of in the
Songs of Solomon, cause others to stop and to ask:
 
'Who is this coming up from the wilderness leaning on her
beloved?' (Songs of Solomon 8:5)
 
Let us not flee from the emotions that the desert can bring
up. However surprising they might be. The desert is not a
time to rely upon our own strength, but to lean on our
beloved one - Jesus. Whether we sit with Him in stillness and
silence, or in tears, with questions, anger, doubt,
thanksgiving or joy, may we together rest in God.
 
This weekend, we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost - when

as Christ's Church on earth we remember the descent of
God's comforting presence - His Holy Spirit - upon the first
apostles. May this Pentecost serve as a further reminder that
we are not alone during this wilderness time; God is with us,
we can always lean upon His strength as we journey on
together.

- Rev. Jordan Allen
 
 
 



There are lots of ways to keep connected. If you want to join in
with any of the following contact Rachel or Jordan for more

information:
 

Monday 8pm - Evening Prayer (Recorded on website)

Tuesday 11:30am - Coffee & Chat (30 mins on Zoom)  

Wednesday 9am - Morning Prayer (30 mins on Zoom)

Saturday 2pm - Guided meditation (20-30 mins on Facebook

Live) 
Sunday morning worship (website/Facebook)
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Daily Hope free phone line of hymns, readings, prayers, etc. 0800

8048044. Plus a range of other resources available on our

Facebook page and Website. If you would like to explore the
possibility of meeting as a home group (on Zoom) please

contact Rachel.

PCC Update
St Peter's continues to minister, albeit in rather different ways

for the time being, and we continue to endeavour to meet our

financial commitments. Thank you to all who continue to give

financially through their bank or by other means including all

who are keeping their filled envelopes at home ready to bring

back to church in due course. If you would like to explore

alternative ways of giving, such as the Parish Giving Scheme,

please contact our Treasurer or a Church Warden for

information.

Ways to Worship & Keep in Touch

Food Bank 
The Rushden food bank are still in need of donations,

please leave suitable items in the blue box at the rectory

front door.



Prayer for the Week
Risen , ascended Lord , as we rejoice at your

triumph , fill your Church on earth with power

and compassion , that all who are estranged

by sin may find forgiveness and know your

peace , to the glory of God the Father . Amen .

Joan's Joke!
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Memory Verse
 

'This is what the Sovereign Lord , the Holy

One of Israel , says : In returning and rest you

shall be saved ; In quietness and in trust shall

be your strength ' .

Why was 6 scared of 7?

 

...because 7 ate 9 !


