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Remembering Victory in Europe
 

75 years ago the Nation rejoiced at the news that the War in Europe
had come to end. Friday 8th May 2020 marks the 75th anniversary

of VE Day, the end of the Second World War in Europe.
 

Churches were packed as people flocked to give thanks – St Paul’s
Cathedral had to put on three successive services to cope with

demand. Many recognised the Lord’s goodness in defeating evil and
bringing the conflict to an end.

 
On 8th May 1945 King George VI addressed the nation via a

broadcast, urging the nation to join in an act of thanksgiving to God:
 

‘Today we give thanks to Almighty God for a great deliverance.
Speaking from our Empire’s oldest capital city, war-battered but

never for one moment daunted or dismayed – speaking from
London, I ask you to join with me in that act of

thanksgiving…..resolved as a people to do nothing unworthy of
those who died for us, and to make the world such a world as they

would have desired for their children and for ours.
 

This is the task to which now honour binds us. In the hour of danger
we humbly committed our cause into the hand of God and he has

been our strength and shield. Let us thank him for his mercies and in
this hour of victory commit ourselves and our new task to the

guidance of that same strong hand.’
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The Big Picnic For Hope
 

To mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day, our PCC had planned to host a
celebratory tea for our local community, in participation with SASRA’s

Peace Weekend. All such plans are on hold for this year due to the Covid-
19 outbreak. However, households are being encouraged to have their
own parties at home and to join in ‘The Big Picnic For Hope’. The picnic

aims to raise £5000 for the Trussell Trust charity. (Find out more at
http://bigpicnicforhope.com/)

 
SASRA is a Christian evangelistic mission charity working with the British
Army and Royal Air Force to attend to the spiritual and pastoral needs of

serving personnel. You can find out more at www.sasra.org.uk
 

Peterborough Cathedral will be holding an online service of
commemoration on VE Day which can be viewed from 3pm.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord God, you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.
Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our anger and

sorrow, and give peace to your Church,peace among nations,peace in our
homes,and peace in our hearts, in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Giving Scheme 
If you would like to give financially to St. Peter's during this time, the

Parish Giving Scheme can now take Direct Debit information over
the phone (no forms to fill in!). To set up a Direct Debit for St. Peter's

you can call the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1271. You will
then need to provide our church reference number which is:

280628263. Thank you for supporting St. Peter's!



 
 

The Rushden Foodbank is in need of donations to help out those in
crisis. As our church building is closed for now, you can bring

donations to the rectory and place them in the blue box by the front
door.

Foodbank

 
 

Rev Rachel will be leading another guided meditation live on
Facebook this Saturday (9th May) at 2pm. Find a quiet space and

tune in for some time out with the Lord.

Guided Meditation Live on Facebook

 
 

It's been more than 40 days and 40 nights since the government
announced the current lockdown. The number 40 appears quite a
lot in scripture (there's something to research, if you wish!) and
often represents a time of testing.  (Jesus was driven into the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit where he spent 40 days and 40 nights,
fasting and being tempted, for example).
 
Some of us have definitely found this period of lockdown to be
testing, some of us more than others!  It's interesting that the
Japanese word used for 'crisis' is composed of two characters
signifying 'danger' and 'opportunity'.  I think this offers us an
interesting way of looking at our current Covid-19 crisis; clearly
there is a danger - a real danger - to life. There are people who are
not necessarily taking this seriously or acknowledging the reality
that many people are suffering and dying on a daily basis. Some of
us may feel far removed from the effects of the pandemic, until we
come to know someone personally who has died or lost someone
tragically.

Continued.. .

40 Days



Joan's Joke!
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Why is a river rich?

...because it has 2 banks!

Memory Verse -  2 Samuel 22:2-3

“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  my God is my
rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation".

 
 Alongside this, the pandemic has also offered opportunities in many
and varied ways, whether we recognise these or not.

 
I encourage each of us to consider the opportunities we discern in
this lockdown period, particularly opportunities under God. This
time of lockdown may have felt something of a trial and test so far,
but what are the lessons the Lord may wish to teach us through
this?  I strongly sense that the Lord is using this moment in our
history to reach out to each one of us and I, for one, do not want to
miss this wonderful opportunity!  Similarly, I sense that the Lord is
wanting not only to call us and draw us closer to him, but also to
send us out in search of the lost and lonely and to tell them the
good news of Jesus Christ.  It is only when we take time to listen for
the Lord's voice that we shall hear him speak and also recognise
those unique moments/opportunities when we can reach out in his
name.


